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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This non-final office action is in response to the Pre-Appeal Request filed 20 
October 2006. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending. Claims 1, 6, 11, and 16 are independent claims. 
The rejection of claims 1-20 under 35 USC 102 over Yost et al. (US 6154766) 

has been withdrawn based upon the applicants remarks. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-5 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
MPEP 2106 states: 

(b) Nonfunctional Descriptive Material 

Descriptive material that cannot exhibit any functional interrelationship with the way in 
which computing processes are performed does not constitute a statutory process, 
machine, manufacture or composition of matter and should be rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
101 . Thus, Office personnel should consider the claimed invention as a whole to determine 
whether the necessary functional interrelationship is provided. 
Where certain types of descriptive material, such as music, literature, art, photographs 
and mere arrangements or compilations of facts or data, are merely stored so as to be 
read or outputted by a computer without creating any functional interrelationship, either 
as part of the stored data or as part of the computing processes performed by the 
computer, then such descriptive material alone does not impart functionality either to the 
data as so structured, or to the computer. Such "descriptive material" is not a process, 
machine, manufacture or composition of matter. (Data consists of facts, which become 
information when they are seen in context and convey meaning to people. Computers 
process data without any understanding of what that data represents. Computer 
Dictionary 210 (Microsoft Press, 2d ed. 1994).) 

The policy that precludes the patenting of nonfunctional descriptive material would be 
easily frustrated if the same descriptive material could be patented when claimed as an 
article of manufacture. For example, music is commonly sold to consumers in the format 
of a compact disc. In such cases, the known compact disc acts as nothing more than a 
carrier for nonfunctional descriptive material. The purely nonfunctional descriptive 
material cannot alone provide the practical application for the manufacture. 
Office personnel should be prudent in applying the foregoing guidance. Nonfunctional 
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descriptive material may be claimed in combination with other functional descriptive 
multi-media material on a computer-readable medium to provide the necessary functional 
and structural interrelationship to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 101 . The presence 
of the claimed nonfunctional descriptive material is not necessarily determinative of 
nonstatutory subject matter. For example, a computer that recognizes a particular 
grouping of musical notes read from memory and upon recognizing that particular 
sequence, causes another defined series of notes to be played, defines a functional 
interrelationship among that data and the computing processes performed when utilizing 
that data, and as such is statutory because it implements a statutory process. 

With respect to claim 1, the applicant has claimed a "reporting system (claim 1, 
line 1)." However, the claimed reporting system fails to disclose use of a machine, 
manufacture or composition of matter as required by 35 USC 101. The claim language 
states that the system is used for creating a report but fails to claim the creation of said 
report by a system. Without a functional relationship with a machine, manufacture or 
composition of matter, the claim is thus nonfunctional descriptive material. 

Dependent claims 2-5 fail to cure the deficiencies of independent claim 1 . These 
claims are similarly rejected. 

With respect to claim 16, the applicant has claimed a nested prompt object 
comprising an outer prompt object (claim 16, lines 1-4). This outer prompt object fails to 
disclose use of a machine, manufacture or composition of matter as required by 35 
USC 101. 

Claims 1-20 fail to cure the deficiencies of independent claim 16. These claims 
are similarly rejected. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6-1 5 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Cole et al. (US 2003/0078810, provisional filed 22 October 2001) 

• Hurwood et al. (US 2006/0026122, CIP of application filed 19 June 2001) 

• Denenberg et al. (US 6724864, patented 20 April 2004) 

• Suciu et al., "A query language for NC," 1994 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kyle R Stork 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 
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